Tocuaro: a Mexican Village Key Stage 1 Themed lesson plans


	Learning Objectives: 

What might it be like to live in Tocuaro?
	Teaching Activities:
	Learning Outcomes:

	· To investigate places

· To use a range of secondary sources to find out information

· To identify physical & human features of a place

· To recognise how places may change
	1. Home life: how houses are built, plan of house, furniture; comparison with own homes.

2. School life: a school day, lessons, time, playtime, and comparison

3. Food and cooking: foods eaten, Mexican dishes, changes in cooking methods

4. Shopping: buying goods, travel, choice

5. Work: typical employment in Tocuaro, family businesses, comparison with UK
	1. Have some knowledge of what life might be like in Tocuaro 

2. Extract information about Tocuaro from secondary sources 

3. Discuss aspects of life in Tocuaro 

4. Appreciate similarities & differences between life in Tocuaro & that in their own locality & in the UK 

5. Recognise & use Mexican designs to make a mask 

6. Recognise changes in people’s lives in Tocuaro 

7. Recognise that change may be for the better or worse 


Teaching Activities – overall plan

	Teaching Activities
	Learning Outcomes

	Home life: Look at houses in Tocuaro, their building materials, decoration, furniture, size, shape, plan.

Compare with own homes – plan, materials, shape
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6

	School life: Journey to school, assembly, uniform, subjects learnt, time, playtime, home-time. 

Comparison with own school day
	1, 2, 3, 4



	Food and cooking: Different foods used, Mexican dishes eaten, typical meal, special foods

Methods of cooking – changes that have occurred & why

Comparison of methods with own
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6

	Shopping: Local shops, market day, small/large town purchases – travel to them, identifying where different goods are bought
	1, 2, 3, 4, 

	Work: Typical employment in Tocuaro, local businesses – mask making, which have changed, which are the same as in UK


	1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6


	THEME: Home life in Tocuaro


	Time: 1 Hour



	Learning Objectives:

· To use secondary sources 

· To identify similarities & differences between places

· To communicate their findings

· Recognise how places may change


	Learning Outcomes:

· Have some knowledge of what life might be like in Tocuaro

· Extract information about Tocuaro from secondary sources

· Discuss aspects of life in Tocuaro

· Appreciate similarities & differences between life in Tocuaro & their locality & UK

· Recognise changes in people’s lives Tocuaro

· Recognise that change may be for the better or worse



	Materials: Poster, Photo boards 2, 4, 7, 8; Teachers’ book p 13 and 14


	Words: materials, weather, temperature, concrete, adobe (sun-baked mud) glass, bricks, appliances,



	Introduction:

· Discuss contents of photo boards- the building materials, shape, plan, furniture, house decoration, appliances

· Discuss the differences & similarities with their house


	Progression:

· Use worksheet to compare plan of the Horta house with their own (one room or entire house)

· Identify differences & similarities between the two homes

Try to work out reasons for some of the differences
	Conclusion:

· Look at results of plans 

· Discuss possible reasons for the differences (climate, wealth - lack of utilities, physical conditions etc.)

· Look at the changes in building materials – why? Better or worse? (Earthquakes)




	THEME: School life


	Time: 1 Hour



	Learning Objectives:

· To use secondary sources of information

· To identify similarities & differences between places

· To communicate their findings
	Learning Outcomes:

· Have some knowledge of what life might be like in Tocuaro

· Extract information about Tocuaro from secondary sources

· Discuss aspects of life in Tocuaro

· Appreciate similarities & differences between life in Tocuaro and their own locality & UK



	Materials : Photo boards 2, 3; Teacher’s book p 12; Pupil’s book p 18, 19; Web notes 2


	Words: citizen, national anthem, assembly, Spanish, timetable, lessons, uniform



	Introduction:

· Class discussion of school & use of notes (2)

· Draw up timetable of own school day


	Progression:

· Complete worksheet for the school day for Angelica & selves, using words from worksheet or dictionary (less able could use board)

· Begin to draw up list of the main differences/similarities between the two


	Conclusion:

· Read completed worksheet 

· Identify main differences between the two school days and try to give reasons for some of them (number of pupils, weather, language)




	THEME: Food and cooking


	Time: 1 Hour



	Learning Objectives:

· To use secondary sources 

· To identify similarities and differences between places

· To communicate their findings

· Recognise how places may change


	Learning Outcomes:

· Have some knowledge of what life might be like in Tocuaro

· Extract information about Tocuaro from secondary sources

· Discuss aspects of life in Tocuaro

· Appreciate similarities & differences between life in Tocuaro and their locality & UK

· Recognise that things may change

· Recognise that change may be for the better or worse



	Materials : Photo boards 3, 5, 7 Teacher’s book p 12, 15, 23

                  Pupil’s book pp14 – 15, 24 - 25


	Words: woodstove, bottled gas, microwave, cooker, tortillas, mole, pozole, salsa



	Introduction:

· Photo board 7: pictures of Lupe & Ana’s kitchens. What changes can you see?

· Looking at the picture of the village, what foods can be grown and bought locally?

· Mexican foods: which are similar/different from your own foods?
	Progression:

· Draw up time line of cooking methods used in Tocuaro & UK

· Match foods with names

· Which foods are used for these dishes?
	Conclusion:

· Revise changes that have occurred in cooking methods

· Try to give reasons for changes, including effects on the environment – are newer ways always better?

· Why do the Horta family eat different foods from us?(climate, availability, cost)

· Look at changes in foods that are being eaten (McDonald’s) because of impact of world.


	THEME: Shopping


	Time: 1 Hour



	Learning Objectives:

· To use secondary sources 

· To identify similarities and differences between places

· To communicate their findings

· Recognise how places may change


	Learning Outcomes:

· Have some knowledge of what life might be like in Tocuaro

· Extract information about Tocuaro from secondary sources

· Discuss aspects of life in Tocuaro

· Appreciate similarities & differences between life in Tocuaro and their locality & UK

· Recognise that things may change

· Recognise that changes may be for the better or worse



	Materials : Photo boards 5  Teacher’s book p 12  Pupil’s book pp 15, 24 


	Words: Patzcuaro, travel, town, market



	Introduction:

· Photo board 5 & Pupil’s book      p 24: foods and other shopping. What things can you name? Which items are similar/different from your own?


	Progression:

· Categorise the foods that are bought in different places – local, marketplace, vans, town

· What things can you buy from the local shops & what do you have to go into town for?


	Conclusion:

· Can we find reasons for Ana Maria travelling to Patzcuaro for some things?

· What foods can you find all over the world? 

· Why are some foods different?




	THEME: Work


	Time: 1 Hour



	Learning Objectives:

· To use secondary sources 

· To identify similarities and differences between places

· To communicate their findings

· Recognise how places change


	Learning Outcomes:

· Have some knowledge of what life might be like in Tocuaro

· Extract information about Tocuaro from secondary sources

· Discuss aspects of life in Tocuaro

· Appreciate similarities & differences between life in Tocuaro and their own locality and UK

· Recognise that things may change



	Materials: Photo board 6   Teacher’s book pp 12, 25, 27   Pupil’s book pp 9, 22


	Words: masks, tourists, tourism, handcrafts, farmer, shopkeeper, teacher, bus driver, fisherman, hotels



	Introduction:

· Photo board 6: Mask making, the Horta family business

· What other work do you think people from Tocuaro would do?


	Progression:

· How does Angelica help with the mask making?

· Describe the different work that people do in Tocuaro.


	Conclusion:

· How has life changed in Tocuaro? (i.e. tourism, travel to local town)

· Do you have any of the same jobs where you live? 

· What different jobs are there in Tocuaro now?

· Which jobs are changing?


Prepared by Pat Trussell for Worldaware

2

