Tocuaro: a Mexican village


Notes for Home life

The Horta’s live in a house in Tocuaro. It is built in two parts. 

Grandpa Jesus built the oldest part more than 65 years ago. It is made of mud that has been baked in the hot sun. This is called adobe. He put tiles on the roof. Grandpa Jesus and Grandma Lupe live here.

Across the courtyard is the newer part of the house. This was built of bricks and concrete. It is where Gustavo, Ana and all their children live. Downstairs is the work area for Gustavo, a bedroom and a shower room. Upstairs is the living room, a kitchen, and bedrooms for the children. If you go through the kitchen there is a patio where Ana has a wood stove that she uses for special meals.

Most of the walls are painted, and outside they are decorated with painted pictures of suns, moons and stars. Like many of the houses in Tocuaro, they have a courtyard where there are many plants and flowers. The courtyard does not have a roof and it is good for drying clothes but can get very hot in the sun.

The newer part of the house has running water, but Grandma Lupe has no sink, she has to carry water to her kitchen in a bucket.

The house has electricity for the televisions and fridge freezer, but it does not have any mains gas supply. So, both Ana and Grandma Lupe use bottled gas that is delivered.

Gustavo hopes to build some more rooms onto the house when he has enough money. 



Notes for School life

 

Angelica’s day at school

After having breakfast I walk to school. We start at 8.00 every morning. There are 20 children in my class. I like going to school because I can meet all my friends. Our school is small, so not all the children can go at the same time. My brother Mario and the other older children have to wait until the afternoon when we have finished. They work from 1.30 to 6.00pm. (Because there is no secondary school in our village, my eldest bother has to get a bus very early to go to the town with the other big children.) 

On Mondays, we wear our uniform or special clothes for our Assembly. We all line up outside the school and march around the playground, taking turns to hold the Mexican flag. We promise to be good citizens and then we sing the national Anthem to show that we are proud to be Mexicans.

Afterwards, we go in for our lessons. We do a lot of reading, writing and maths. We also study science, geography, history and my favourite, games. I wear a red tracksuit for games. All our lessons are in our own language, Spanish.

At playtime I can play with my friends and have a snack. We play football, hide and seek and lots of games. Then we do more lessons.

We finish school at 12.30 and I walk home with Ana Laura. After I have had my dinner I must do my homework and reading ready for the next day.




Notes on Food and cooking

There are two kitchens in Angelica’s home.

 Her grandmother Lupe, has a small kitchen next to the courtyard. She has an old wood burning stove. She cooks her tortillas on it. It is the traditional way of cooking Mexican food. She also has a single gas ring that uses bottled gas. Because her kitchen does not have any shelves or cupboards, she hangs everything she needs from hooks on the walls. 

Upstairs, Ana Maria has a more modern kitchen with a gas stove and a gas oven. She also has a fridge/freezer and a sink with running water. She has cupboards to keep her pots and pans in, and she has space on top of the cupboards for working on. On the patio outside her kitchen she also has a wood burning stove that she uses for special occasions.

Both women make fresh tortillas to eat with every meal. These are made from corn (maize) that has been ground down into flour and then mixed with water. They look like small pancakes. With it, the family sometimes has mole, a sauce made with twenty-four different ingredients, including chillies, tomatoes and chocolate.

For breakfast, the family might have beans with their tortillas and pozol. This is a drink made with ground maize, water, and salt, with either honey or chilli added.

At dinner time, they will have soup, rice or pasta, chicken, fish or beef casserole, beans, tortillas and a desert with a fruit drink. On Sundays they might have goat or mutton as a treat with a spicy salsa sauce.

In the evening, they will have a small snack, maybe a cup of chocolate with sweet bread, or quesadillas, which are tortillas with melted cheese in them.

When Ana Maria is shopping in Patzcuaro, she likes to treat herself to some fruit sold by the street sellers – she likes papaya, mango and orange best.  When Gustavo is working in the morning he will often have some tacos, (tortillas filled with beans or meat) with a cup of pozol.

Food and cooking



Angelica’s Day





I begin school at  …………………There are





 ……….. children in my class. Because our





 school is small, some children have to 





come at      ……. ……….for their lessons. 





Our Assembly takes place ……..………….





 We sing the    ………………………………





All our lessons are in  ………………………





We have  ……………….,      ……………...,





 ……………………,         …………………… 





and     …………………...        My favourite 





lesson is ……………….





At playtime I play with my  ………..     We





play …………………….





I finish school at     …………… and go 





home for dinner.





Then I must do my        …………….. and 





read my book.





What differences are there between your school day and Angelica’s?





My Day





I begin school at ……………….. There are





 …….. children in my class. When we have 





Assembly we go to the …………………….





We sing ……………….





All our lessons are in ……………………….





We have …………….., ………….…………..,





…………………..…, …………………… and





………………. ……   My favourite lesson is





……………………………………………….





At playtime I play with …………………. and 





…………………… We play ………………….





At dinnertime I have …………………………





In the afternoon we have more lessons.





We go home at ……………………………..





When I get home I …………..……………..





………………………………………………..





School life
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Can you think of some reasons why Angelica’s home is different from yours?

















What things are the same?





What differences do notice between your home and the Horta’s home?





Draw a plan of
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3
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Electric fridge





Tortillas, Beans, Tomatoes, Vegetable soup, Pasta, Rice, Chicken, Grilled goat, Beef, Mole, Quesadillos, Tacos, Papaya, Mango, Coconut, Pineapple, Pozol, Fruit drink, Coffee,





Can you put these cooking items in order from the oldest to the most modern?





Microwave





Bottled gas stove





Wood burning stove





Menu





Make up a menu for Sunday dinner time for the Horta family using some of these foods:








Worldaware


