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Presentation

Mike O’Brien, Minister for Trade and Investment

Conference themes 

· Value of volunteering

· Just Business

· Economics and environment

· Codes of conduct

· Migrations

· Environmental indicators and sustainable development

· Health care

· Corporate accountability

· Raw material supply chain

· Ethical sourcing

Plus 140 students from 11 schools and colleges across London.

Introduction

This event was specifically prepared to allow Year 12 students to explore a range of international development issues and to deepen their understanding of how the various economic sectors combine to contribute to improving the long-term prosperity of developing countries.

Key themes pursued in workshops were:

· Value of volunteering

· Labour rights
· Economics and environment 

· Commodity Supply Chain

· Health care

· Raw material supply chain

· Product sourcing

· Northern and Southern 

perspectives

The conference provided a very special opportunity for students to engage with people working in companies and agencies that operate in developing countries. It demonstrated the complex interdependence between and within countries and the sectors. It ranged from the individual to global perspectives and from the ‘majority world’ to the ‘minority world’.

Programme

0930-1000
Arrival and registration 

1000-1015
Introduction

1020-1120 Workshop 1

1125-1155     O’Brien, Minister for Trade and Investment

1200-1300
Workshop 2

1300-1345
Buffet lunch

1345-1445 Workshop session 3

1445-1530
Plenary with Professor Roderick Floud and invited panel

Workshop Leaders

Finbarr Carter, Just Business, Labour behind the Labels
David Croft and Jacqui MacDonald, Co-op, Commodity Supply Chain and the impact on Growers

Russell Davies, HopeHIV, Hope for the Orphan Generation?

Franc Jegede, University of Derby, Northern and Southern Perspectives
Muriel Johnson, Marks and Spencer, Global Product Sourcing
William King, Company of World Traders, International Co-operation in Raw Material Supply Chain

Adam Komorowski, VSO, Volunteering and Development – Value for money?
Philip Quin, Nottingham Trent University, Economics and Environment

Workshop Sessions

“Each workshop gave out challenging ideas” 

Jonathan Small, Kingston Grammar School

The workshops enabled delegates to engage and actively explore issues with leaders from business, public and voluntary sectors. This opportunity to have direct contact with such representatives is not common, and feedback has shown that the delegates appreciated this opportunity to have such close contact. 

Each delegate attended three workshops out of the themes above with a mixed group of students from different schools. Within the workshops, time was given to explore a range of different issues and points of view on the theme. This allowed the delegates to consider a wide range of information. Whilst each workshop was unique, in all workshops the issue was introduced and task set to be completed by the group. 

Presentation to the conference

Mike O’Brien, Minister for Trade and Investment

A copy of the Ministers speech can be found in appendix 1. 

Answers to the delegates questions included discussion about global organisations such as the WTO and their benefits, the reasons behind company 

location in certain countries, and free market views in the South. 

Plenary Session

“The balance between government, business and organisation representatives was excellent.” Helen Semple, John Ruskin College

The plenary session was chaired by Professor Roderick Floud, Vice Chancellor of London Metropolitan University and President of Universities UK. 

The invited panel of guests were:

Sultan Ahmed, Student at City and Islington College

Peter Hardstaff, Head of Policy, World Development Movement

Franc Jegede, Environmental and Applied Sciences, University of Derby

Muriel Johnson, Social Compliance Manager, Marks and Spencer

Cherecee Williams, Student at City and Islington College

The Question Time style session enabled delegates to raise issues from the day and discuss them with the panel. Issues raised included operation of multinational corporations, and links between the countries in which they live and work. The role of government was raised and how it can be shaped to best suit workers in their country. It was viewed that multinational corporations can be seen as vehicles of change, but must be accountable. The responsibilities of corporations must be recognised in addition to the potential for good and bad practice. There was a strong call that debt relief must be more widely implemented. 

The issue of food was raised, with questions of why imported food in the UK is inexpensive. Panel responses agreed that the consumer does not meet the external costs of food production, therefore making products a lot cheaper, to the disadvantage of the producer. 

The session was brought to an end with the panel members being asked which global hero, past or present, they would like to spend time with in the Big Brother house. Answers included Nelson Mandela, Marie Curie, Mother Theresa, Marcus Garvy, and day-to-day unsung survivors, although most agreed that they would not like to spend any time in the Big Brother house.

“I would recommend others to attend” Aahima Begum, Tower Hamlets College

Participants

Delegates attending included representatives from Norfolk Education and Action on Development, Co-op, HopeHIV, University of Derby, Marks and Spencer, Company of World Traders, VSO, Nottingham Trent University, London Metropolitan University, World Development Movement, Response Consulting, and the Department for Trade and Industry.

Plus, students and teachers from these eleven schools and colleges;

Broomfield School

Burntwood School

City and Islington College

John Ruskin College

Kingston Grammar School

Lady Margaret School

Prendergast School

Richmond Upon Thames College

St Paul’s Girls School

Surbtion High School

Tower Hamlets College

Learning Outcomes

“The standard was very high and pitched appropriately to the students attending” John Rowlands, John Ruskin College

The delegates were students of Geography, Economics, Business Studies and Politics studying at A2 and A level. The topics and issues raised were very important to these subjects and enabled balanced dialogue between different interest areas of interest. Thinking skills and critical thinking were employed as development was made during the day. 

Support and thanks

In the preparation and conduct of the conference, a great deal of assistance was received in many ways from Felicity Brown, London Metropolitan University, and from Worldaware staff and volunteers: Lucinda Campbell-Gray, 

Parmender Daniells, Bob Ely, Andrew Fraser, Felicia Hodge, Sir Jim Lester, 

Karen Norris, Simon Scoones, Catherine Stocker, Bob Webster, Angus Willson, Virginia Winter.


Report complied by Catherine Stocker July 31st 2003

Appendix 1

Presentation to Conference

Mike O’Brien, Minister for Trade and Investment

I am delighted to be here today to speak at this important conference on globalisation.  Worldaware does much invaluable work spreading understanding about trade and other development issues among the leaders of tomorrow.  

Globalisation is a word we hear all the time, but means different things to different people. The most common understanding is the growing interdependence and interconnectedness of the modern world.  We have seen this trend accelerate since the end of the Cold War.  The increased ease of movement of goods, services, capital and information across borders has created a truly global economy.  Technological advances have also driven this process forward, so too, the reductions in the cost of international transactions.  
Globalisation has radically improved the way we in the west now live.  We sometimes take the benefits it brings for granted.  Who here hasn’t accessed the internet, used a mobile phone or listened to CDs featuring artists from all over the world?   

But the benefits of globalisation have not been equally shared. We live in a world in which one in five of the world’s population live in abject poverty:  living on less than a dollar a day without adequate food, clean water and education, where HIV/AIDS is threatening to destroy the future prospects in Africa in particular and elsewhere.  

Faced with challenges and inequalities of this scale, is it any wonder that millions of young people are contemplating their future with new foreboding?  It is no surprise that many are frustrated with today’s leaders, be they political or economic figures. 

Many see globalisation as the root cause of these problems.  To its fiercest critics, globalisation is a force for oppression, exploitation and inequality, which, like terrorism, thrives on poverty.  It overrides democracy, puts profits before people and encourages a race to the bottom in labour, environmental and health standards.  

I disagree with that analysis.  I believe globalisation has the potential to create opportunity and prosperity for all.  To lift millions of the world’s poorest people out of poverty.  

That is why, as Minister for International Trade and Investment, I believe that the current Round of World Trade Organisation (WTO) negotiations – the Doha Development Agenda – are so important.  They provide an opportunity to ensure 

that the increased ease of movement of goods, services, capital and information across borders is managed in a way which works for the world’s poorest people.  

Trade matters because it is good for people’s jobs, living standards and prosperity. Take the UK as an example.  Last year our companies earned more than £270 billion from selling their products and services abroad.  Trade generates more than £4,500 for every man, woman and child in the UK.  One in four British jobs is linked to business overseas.  Trade makes a huge contribution to our wealth and prosperity.

Economists have increasingly acknowledged the link between trade and growth.  Look at the experience of Ghana and South Korea.  Back in 1955 Ghana was 25% richer than South Korea.  But by 2001 the average South Korean was seven times better off than the average Ghanaian.  What was the secret of Korea’s success?  Investment and education and sound macroeconomic policies definitely played their part.  But also the realisation that firms that were exposed to international competitive pressure were more likely to succeed in the long run.  

During the 1990s the number of people living in abject poverty in the world fell by 125 million – almost entirely due to improvements in India and China spurred by their economies’ increased openness to trade.  Of course progress has been uneven and some countries have not done so well in recent years.  But there are no examples of closed economies with high rates of growth.  And the problems of poverty within countries cannot be tackled without economic growth.  This is why I am redoubling my efforts to ensure a successful outcome to the Doha Development Agenda – an outcome which benefits developed and developing countries alike.   

Studies have shown that a successful Round could boost developing country income by £150 billion per annum – three times what they get in aid.  And in terms of poverty reduction it could lift 300 million out of poverty by 2015.  

We recognise that the current system is not working for many developing countries.  We need to do more to help the poorest countries secure better access to rich country markets.  For too long richer countries have dictated the terms of trade and this must change.  

We will push the WTO as hard as we can to get an agreement that works for developing countries.  We will not accept or agree to any proposal we believe will damage the prospects of developing countries trading themselves out of poverty.  

We cannot preach free trade abroad, while practising protectionism at home.  We must liberalise trade in agricultural products and reduce farming subsidies which distort trade.  The decision last week to reform the Common Agricultural Policy is a good step towards ending a system which costs 45 billion Euros a year, the equivalent of paying $2 for every cow in Europe.  

Progress in the negotiations has been disappointing to date, especially on the issues that matter most to developing countries such as agriculture and access to affordable medicines.  Unlike previous rounds, this trade round provides an 

opportunity to make real progress.  We must make sure that it delivers for developing countries.  .  

Globalisation is also characterised by the growth of multinational companies.  Today many are concerned about the role which these organisations play, arguing that that they can be more powerful than governments and consumers.  

But I believe that many multinationals bring great benefits to the communities in which they invest providing additional capital, helping to transfer new technologies, increasing local skills and generating employment.  And all the evidence suggests that multinationals do pay their workers significantly better than local employers, and provide better employee protection and better pension rights.  They can and must be part of the solution.  

We warmly the welcome the growing trend of companies to report on matters of corporate social responsibility.  Today corporate social responsibility has evolved into an understanding that economic, social and environmental objectives can be pursued by companies and communities together.   

Through expanding access to ideas, technology, goods, services and capital, globalisation has the potential to create the conditions for faster economic growth.  But by itself it is not enough. For the reality is that globalisation, like economic and social change, produces winners and losers.  The industrial revolution involved hugely painful economic and social costs – but just about everyone agrees that these changes were worth the cost.  

The role of governments and international institutions is to help manage the process of change – to maximise prosperity and opportunity for all, to equip people, through education and training, to take advantage of opportunities and to provide support to those groups who may be adversely affected, especially in the short-term.  

At the beginning of my address I mentioned that we enjoy the benefits of globalisation. But there are far too many in the developing world who are cut off, disconnected from the benefits of globalisation.  Today, Africa’s share of world trade is about 1%.  The global economy has passed much of Africa by and this must change.  As the Prime Minister has said, if globalisation only works for the benefit of the few, then it will fail and will deserve to fail.   

The challenge for governments, business, the international institutions and civil society now is to work together to ensure that globalisation works in the interests of all the world’s citizens.  That is something which this government is firmly committed to achieving.           



















This document can be downloaded from


� HYPERLINK "http://www.worldaware.org.uk/education/projects/trade.html" ��www.worldaware.org.uk/education/projects/trade.html�


Further information and projects are also available











