Whose right to water?



The right to water

Q. 5

[the following statements to be put into horizontal bottle shapes]


In some cultures, water is sacred. You can’t put a price on something that is sacred.





Like air, water is so important to life that it should be guaranteed for everybody.





Poorer people sometimes pay for water because they have to buy it from private water sellers. Therefore if everybody paid the same for water, poorer communities would not be harmed.





In practice, it is too difficult to make access to water a human right. How can you distinguish between essential uses of water like washing and drinking from other uses like leisure?





Unless people have the right to clean water, unnecessary deaths from water-related diseases will continue.





Water should be owned by whole community. This way, people will look after the water supply, and no-one will have to go without.





Water should be priced according to what people can afford. Richer people should pay for their water, but poorer people should get it for free. 





With more and more people on the planet and a finite supply of water, paying more for water is something we have to accept in the future. 








To avoid food shortages, farmers should have the right to irrigate their land to help their crops grow. 
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